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PREFACE 


An attempt to write a brief history of the eighty~two years em- 
braced in the Life of the Dyer Union Protestant Church and Sunday 
School has presented difficulties, 

Lack of official records for the years between 1903 and 1944 has 
necessitated resort to generalization for that period. Though records 
are available later, it has been difficult to choose what will one day be 
most significant among the recent activities. 

Most disappointing to the writer is the impossibility of including 
the names of the many people through the years who gave so much of 
themselves to perpetuate the influence of the Church and Sunday School. 
Though unnamed, to those who remember, they will appear in every 
line of this history. 


Gladys G. Protsman 


April 15, 1962 


For convenience and clarity, we have divided this history into the 
following four periods: 


1, 1880-1903 


This period begins with the organization of the Sunday School and 
Church and continues to the date when regular church services were dis- 
continued. Facts for this part are taken from the church ledger, newspaper 
clippings, and the Rev. Timothy H, Ball's book, The Sunday Schools of 
Lake County, published in 1891. wecsat a 


2. 1903-1930 


During this period the Dyer Union Protestant Church, with a few 
exceptions, operated only as a Sunday School. No written records are a- 
vailable, and information was gleaned from the recollections of first-gen- 
eration descendants of the founders of the church. 


3. 1930-1944 


Church services were resumed during this period; however, since 
the church was loosely organized, records were sparse, and those which 
were kept appear now to be nonexistent. For information about those years 
we have depended upon newspaper clippings and agreement among people 
who were active in the church at that time. 


4, 1944-1962 


Church and Sunday School services continued uninterrupted during 
these years. Information is based on newspaper clippings and official rec- 
ords of the church and its auxiliary organizations. 


The Dyer Union Protestant Church and Sunday School 
1880-1962 
1880-1903 

The Union Sunday School of Dyer was organized in 1880 by rs. F. N. 
Biggs and Mr. George Davis. At that time the inhabitants of the town of 
Dyer were, for the most part, German Catholics, and this Sunday School 
offered the only opportunity in the area for Protestant worship and Chris- 
tian education. The Sunday School first met in various homes and later 
in a schoolhouse until the church was built in 1891. Timothy H. Ball, in 
his book, The Sunday Schools of Lake County, wrote the following concern- 
ing this organization: 

“While not large, this is a very interesting and useful school, and re- 
ports from year to year show that, for its number of members, it is the 
best school in the county for its mission contributions in aid of home work. 
It is the only school in the county contributing regularly for that excellent 
institution, The Foreign Sunday-School Association of Brooklyn, New York. 
It also contributes regularly for the Orphan's Home in Chicago. It is a 
pleasure to spend an hour in this school." 

This Sunday School has operated continuously and effectively to the 
present time. Interesting to note is that the Sunday School continued through 
all the years until 1959 to send a generous Christmas contribution to the 
orphanage in Chicago to which Mr. Ball referred in his book. 

On September 20, 1891, after the usual Sunday School services, a 
meeting was held for the purpose of establishing a church congregation, 
which would be known as the Dyer Union Protestant Church. Mr. F. J. 


Templeton was elected clerk of the congregation. 


On September 30, 1891, a meeting was called to elect three trustees. 
Those elected were Henry Batterman, William Severin, and F. J. Templeton. 
Other charter members of this congregation were Mrs. E. C. Brewer, 

Mrs. Margaret Flannigan, Mrs. Carrie Johns, and Mrs. Laura Smith, all 
of whom had done much to carry on the work of the Sunday School during 

the eleven years previous. Others among the charter members were such 
prominent pioneer families as the Huestons, Johnsons, Seidlers, Stommels, 
Jungs, Davises, Robinsons, Walters, Millers, Baileys, Petersons, Falches, 
Beadles, and Stadfeldts. 

These families were responsible for the work of the early church and 
the perpetuation of the Sunday School activities. Many of their descendants 
remain in the vicinity of Dyer. Descendants of three of the families are 
still active in the church, They are Mr, Ernest Jung and Mrs, Alma (Jung) 
Vandervort; Miss Hannah Batterman and her sister, Mrs. Carrie Seehausen; 
Herman Severin and his daughter and two grandchildren, and Mrs. Herman 
Schroeder (Mollie Severin). 

On Sunday, October 11, 1891, the Dyer Union Protestant Church build- 
ing was dedicated. It was the first Protestant church in St. John Township 
and the first union church in the county. The building was a neat-looking, 
well-built structure costing not quite one thousand dollars, and was dedicated 
free of debt. Ground for the building had been donated by Mrs, F. N, Biggs. 
Members of the Hart family, former residents of Dyer, members of the 
Presbyterian congregation at Bloom and the Reformed Evangelical congre- 
gation at Hanover, and other friends made generous contributions toward 
payment of the building. 

The Rev. Timothy Ball, in a newspaper article, described the church 


on the day of dedication as being beautifully decorated with flowers and 
autumn leaves. A large anchor, made of autumn leaves, denoted hope; 

a circle of leaves on the opposite wall signified an unbroken circle which 
ought to last forever. The morning addresses were by the Rev. W. A. 
Lucky, of Crown Point and the Rev. H. C. Schmidt, of Zion Church, 
Hanover. The dedication prayer and address to the church were by the 
Rev. T. H. Ball. The afternoon discourses were by the Presbyterian pas- 
tor of the church at Bloom and the pastor of St. Paul Evangelical Church in 
Center Township. 

The Rev. Timothy Ball and the Rev. C. H. Schmidt alternated in giv- 
ing part-time service to the church the first year. Various other ministers 
served the church through the years between 1892 and 1903. Of these, the 
Rev. E. A. Palmquist is probably best remembered, since he served the 
church full time for more than three years. 

On June 16, 1894, the Constitution of the Dyer Union Protestant Church 
and the Article of Faith were presented to the congregation and adopted. 
Acceptance of this constitution and the Article of Faith remained the only 
requirement for membership in The Dyer Union Protestant Church until a 
new Constitution and By-laws was adopted in January, 1960. 

Following is the affirmation of faith which guided the church during those 
years: 


1. Do you believe that the Bible is divinely inspired and that 
it is the highest authority both in religion and morals? 


2. Will you take the Bible as your guide and strive to live up 
to all its teachings, both of the commandments of God, and 
the precepts of Christ? 


3. Will you search the Scriptures and lead a prayerful life, to 
the end that you may be saved from sin and gain Heaven as 
your eternal home? 


A final entry in the church ledger was dated October 24, 1903, and 
reads as follows: 

"A meeting was called to form a new society as there were but four 
members left. After reading the Article of Faith and the Constitution, 
the following persons signed them: Mr. Beadle, Mrs. Beadle, and Zippy 
Davis. It was then decided to call a business meeting for October 31 to 
elect officers and transact other business." 


These minutes were signed by Mrs. E. C. Brewer, clerk. 


Early official records end with the final entry quoted above. Recol- 
lections gleaned from first-generation descendants of the early church 
members seem to agree that, though from that date the Sunday School op- 
erated without interruption, the Church held only occasional services. A 
treasurer's notation in the first ledger shows payment to three ministers 
for a total of five services in 1909. A few members of the early Sunday 
School recall Vesper services held regularly for a period of a year or 
more by Rev. Wilson, pastor of the Episcopal Church in Chicago Heights, 
Illinois. 

After church services were discontinued, and up to 1930, The Dyer 
Union Protestant Church was commonly referred to as The Union Sunday 
School and was regarded with respect and affection by people of all faiths 
in Dyer. It was self-sustaining financially from volunteer contributions 
of its members, but it frequently received unsolicited contributions from 
Catholic friends and others who recognized the organization as a valuable 


influence in the community. 


Attendance at the Sunday School, at least during the 1920's, was from 
fifty to sixty members. All classes were held in the small church audi- 
torium. The church was the center for social activities for the Protestant 
youth, and their excellent Christmas and Children's Day programs attrac- 
ted an audience from all faiths in Dyer. 

Mrs. Brewer, who served as Sunday School superintendent even before 
the church was built, continued in that capacity for a total of thirty-five 
years. Others who gave varying number of years to that service, up to 
April 1962, were Miss Laura Jung, Arthur Brewer, Oliver Jung, Roscoe 
Protsman, Mrs. Alma Vandervort, Mrs. Kathleen Eberly, Connie Ludwig, 


Allen Roebuck, and the present superintendent, Mrs. Orville Gilliam. 


1930-1944 

During the year 1930, a congregation was again formed, and the Rev. 
Harry Howard was called to be a part-time pastor. When he resigned in 
1934, a membership of about 50 names was recorded. Beginning with 
Mr. Howard's pastorate, church services have been held without interrup- 
tion to the present time. 

After the resignation of Mr, Howard, the Rev. Chesley Howell became 
the first of a succession of graduate students from Chicago University who 
served the church on a part-time basis. Mr. Howell remained with the 
church until he received his PhD degree in 1938. He was followed by Mr. 
John Cheek, Mr. Cleveland Bradner, Mr. Leland Jamieson, and Mr. 
Mervyn Jones, all Chicago University graduate students. Also, at this 
time, the congregation was privileged to have as minister for several 
months, Dr. Donald W. Riddle, Associate Professor of New Testament 


Literature at the University. ‘ 


During this period, through the medium of the Sunday sermons, the 
congregation had the advantage of the thinking and inspiration of men with 
unusual capabilities; however, since their services were available only for 
a few hours on Sunday, the Church remained very loosely organized. Rec- 
ords from that period were sparse, and are apparently nonexistent now. 
The Sunday School continued to pay all expenses for the upkeep and oper- 
ation of the church except the minister's salary. The Sunday church-con- 
tribution, whatever the amount, with dinner and transportation, constituted 
the minister's salary for the day. Unique though the system was, it was 
attractive to the students at the University, and the Church was able to 
attract capable men. 

In 1933, the church celebrated the happy occasion of the Golden Wed- 
ding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Brewer. Three years later, Mrs. 
Brewer's death marked the passing of the last member of the congregation 
who was on the charter rolls of the church in 1891. 

On August 3, 1940, to mark the 50th anniversary of the dedication of 
the church, members of the congregation invited former members and 
friends to join with them for church services. Dr. Donald W. Riddle, 
who had charge of the services, was assisted by the Rev. Harry Howard, 
who made introductory remarks; and Mr. Protsman, whose remarks were 
titled The Church and the Community. Special music for the occasion was 
furnished by Mildred, Ruth, and Vivian Sons, Maureen Fagen, Coleen and 
Charlotte Boyle, and Betty Protsman. 

On October 4, 1943 a group of ladies met at the home of Mrs. Vander- 
vort for the purpose of forming a ladies' organization, which was named the 


Ladies' Aid Society. Through the years the Ladies' Aid of the church has 


been responsible for planning and helping to finance various church im- 
provements. Funds have been acquired by sponsoring bazaars, bake sales, 
and dinners, and, in many instances through outright donations. Not all of 
their services have been financial; whenever there has been a fellowship 
dinner, refreshments for any occasion, a general cleanup of the building, 
or occasion for assistance to a family in need of help, it is certain that the 
Ladies' Aid has had a part in it. In addition to assistance in the Dyer church 
the Ladies' Aid has contributed to various missions outside the community. 
Sponsorship of the Brownies has been one of their projects. 

Though we have formed no other records for 1943, a notation on the 
front page of the 1944 ledger records that on Easter Sunday, 1943, twelve 
adults and children were baptized. It is interesting to note that of these 
twelve, eight had moved from the community by 1945. We mention this be- 
cause it is typical of the pattern of the church membership throughout the 
history of the church; frequent additions to the membership rolls have been 


offset by about equal losses due to members moving. 


1944-1962 

In 1944 the Constitution and By-laws of the church was revised with 
two major changes. Six trustees, instead of three were to be elected, and 
they, together with the secretary and the treasurer, would compose the 
Official Board. Also, Article VII of the revised By-laws mandated the 
Official Board to ''cause a corporation to be formed and maintained under 
the laws of the State of Indiana, so as to enable it to receive, hold and trans- 
fer property and to facilitate the management of its temporal affairs. " 

The new Constitution and By-laws was adopted, and the corporation 


was formed as provided. At this time, the church tightened its organization 


and became self supporting. Ministers were placed on a monthly salary, 
and the Board of Trustees assumed the responsibility for the maintenance 
of the church property. 

The Rev. Mervyn Jones remained as pastor of the church during most 
of 1944. On Sunday, February 6, Mr. Jones received 37 members into the 
church. On later dates during the same year, 15 additional members were 
received into the Church Fellowship. Significant to note is the fact that 
only nine of these 52 members are still on the active church rolls. Five 
have joined a denomination of their choice in Dyer, an’ the rest have moved 
from the community, or are deceased. Again, we mention this as an exam- 
ple of the pattern the church membership has followed, and to indicate one 
possible explanation for the lack of sustained growth in the church. 

In March, 1944, Mr. Jones resigned, and the Rev. Malcolm McAfee 
became the minister. During this year, a new pulpit, built and donated by 
Mr. Vis and Mr. Ernest Jung, was dedicated. 

In January, 1945, Mr. McAfee resigned, and the Rev. Sherwood Palmer 
was called a month later. In January, 1946, Mr. Palmer too, resigned, 
stating that he had accepted a position in Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Palmer presented a gift of $50 to the church from the Bryn Mawr 
Community Church of Chicago. The gift carried a stipulation that it be 
used for interior decorating, and that the Dyer church make an additional 
gift of twice the amount to be applied to the same project. Mr. Palmer 
recommended that the money be applied to the remodeling of the chancel. 
This was done in 1952. 

After the resignation of Mr. Palmer, the church experienced difficulty 


getting a student minister, and the Rev. Henry J. Meier, pastor of the Zion 


United Church of Christ at Hanover, served the church on a week-to-week 
basis. His part-time service to the Dyer church proved to be a very sat- 
isfactory arrangement, and Mr. Meier remained as minister until 1952, 
‘when he accepted a call to a church in North Carolina. 

During the ministry of Mr. Meier, there was much lively and enthusi- 
astic discussion of plans for improving the church property and adding to 
the effectiveness and membership of the congregation. 

It was decided that the most urgent need in building-improvement was 
2 basement to serve the need for classroom space for the expanding Sunday 
School. The basement was finished in August 1949. It not only served the 
needs of the Sunday School and Church Fe llowship, but also for five years 
it was rented to the St. John Township School Corporation for use as a 
classroom for two first grades. 

In 1950, further extensive remodeling of the church auditorium, entry, 
and chancel was completed. The Ladies' Aid purchased the carpeting and 
did much of the planning for the inside alterations. Dedication services were 
held in both the forenoon and afternoon on Sunday, December 10, 1952. 

The Rev. Charles Hatch succeeded Mr. Meier as minister of the church 
from April 1952 until October 1956. 

The church at this time began making plans toward hiring a resident 
minister, calling in experts for advice and guidance. Improvements of the 
church property continued. Pews and hymn racks were purchased and in- 
stalled, and a new front was built on the church. 

Again, the Ladies' Aid helped a great deal with the planning and financing 
of various improvements. They selected and purchased lights for the entrancc. 


They investigated and made plans for stained glass windows and contributed 


~ 


money to pay for one window. Additional purchases by this group were 

a baptismal cup, snuffers and protectors for the candles, evergreens for 
the planters beside the church steps, and candles and a cross for the altar. 
The Sunday School purchased an electric organ, and the church, Sunday 
School, and Ladies' Aid matched funds to buy a mimeograph machine. 

Outside paint and a sidewalk in front of the church completed the project. 
A dedication of these additions was held on October 31, 1954. A formal tea 
was served by the ladies following the dedication. 

In August 1954, the Ladies' Aid started supporting a child in Mission 
School. This has been done through the Evangelical Alliance Mission 
(Interdenominational). Mission giving by the church through most of this 
period has been the contribution of Lenten, Thanksgiving, and Christmas 
offerings to a variety of worthy organizations. Among these have been 
the Hungarian Relief Fund, American Bible Society, Care, the Chicago 
Theological Seminary, and an occasional contribution to a struggling church. 

In November, 1956, the Rev. Lyman H. Thompson, a graduate student 
at the Chicago Theological Seminary was called to the ministry of the church. 

Mr. Thompson suggested the addition of deacons and deaconesses to 
the church board. This was done at the next congregational meeting. 

New hymn books were purchased, and robes were bought for the choir. 
Special collections and a generous donation from the dart ball team helped 
to pay for these additions. 

During the Easter season, Mr. Thompson baptized 13 persons and 10 
of them became members of the church. 

As a step in the direction of securing a resident minister, the Church 
bought a parsonage on Harrison Street. Mr. Thompson and his wife and two 


children were the first to live in it. 


In 1958, five new members were added to the church roll. A revision 
of the membership roll showed that in January 1958 there were listed 74 
church members and 46 family members. 

In 1958, the Men's Fellowship was organized. A spaghetti dinner each 
year is the group's one money-making project. They use this money and 
a great deal of their time and effort repairing and improving the church 
property and the parsonage. 

On May, 1959, Mr. Thompson submitted his resignation to become 
effective July 26, 1959. On August 23, 1959, the Rev. David Wright was 
called to accept the ministry of the Church for one year, during which time 
he would be on Sabbatical leave from his church in Chicago. Mr. Wright, 
with his wife and four children, moved into the parsonage the next week. 

In January, 1960, the Constitution and By-laws of the church was re- 
written. It was read and adopted by the congregation on January 21, 1960. 
This new document was much more detailed than the previous one, and 
it mandated a completely new organization of the church. The Sunday School, 
Ladies' Aid Society, Youth Club, and Men's Fellowship had each been a 
separate organization with its own treasury and governing board. Under 
the new Constitution and By-laws all the religious activities are governed 
by a Board of Christian Education, the director of which is chosen by the 
church congregation, and is a part of the Official Board. 

The Youth Fellowship, which had been only intermittently active through 
the years, met regularly at this time. Their outstanding project that year 
was a week end spent at Mr. Wright's Inner City parish in Chicago, clean- 
ing and painting homes of needy residents there. 


Mr. Wright terminated his Sabbatical leave in August, and in September 


1960, the Rev. John Buchanan, a graduate student at the Chicago Theological 
Seminary, became the pastor of the church. Mr. Buchanan has a wife and 
two daughters. His second daughter was the first child to be born to a res- 
ident of the parsonage. 
At Christmas time, both in 1960 and 1961, the Youth Club presented 
the play, ''Why the Chimes Rang,'' for the children of the Carmelite Home 
at Hammond, A collection taken at an earlier presentation at the church 
was used to defray the expenses of gifts and refreshments for the party 
which followed the play at the Carmelite Home. 
In the fall of 1961, increasing concern was felt that the church was 
not reaching its potential for serving the Protestant population of the com- 
munity and for spreading its effectiveness outside the town of Dyer. In 
order to offer to every member of the church the opportunity to rededicate 
himself to the greater strength and effectiveness of the church, in November 
1961, a Christian Enlistment program was undertaken. After much com- 
mittee planning and extensive training of teams of visitors, a day was set 
aside, and a call was made on every member of the church. At that time, 
each member was asked to make a threefold commitment: 1. A reaffir- 
mation of faith in Jesus Christ and a personal rededication to the service 
of His church, 2. a time-talent commitment, and 3. a financial commitment. 
In addition to the Christian Enlistment program, consideration was 
given to the possibility that affiliation with a denomination might be means 
toward widening the scope and effectiveness of the influence of the church. 
After many study sessions in which the Board of Deacons and the con- 
gregation had an opportunity to become informed, a congregational meeting 


was called, At that meeting, a strong majority of the congregation voted to 


petition the Presbytery of Logansport to accept the church into the United 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. 

On March 13, 1962, a committee met with the Presbytery of Logansport 
to present the petition. The petition was granted. 

Elders were elected, the By-laws were read and accepted, and pros- 
pective members met with a commission from the Presbytery for exami- 
nation. On Palm Sunday, April 15, 1962, the Dyer Union Protestant Church 


became the First United Presbyterian Church of Dyer. 


